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No, I haven’t read them all and no, it won’t hurt my feelings if you don’t like every one.  
But hopefully you enjoy a few. 

 
 The Game of Thrones by George R.R. Martin 
In a land where summers can last decades and winters a lifetime, trouble is 
brewing. The cold is returning, and in the frozen wastes to the north of 
Winterfell, sinister and supernatural forces are massing beyond the kingdom's 
protective wall. At the center of the conflict lie the Starks of Winterfell, a 
family as harsh and unyielding as the land they were born to. Sweeping from a 
land of brutal cold to a distant summertime kingdom of epicurean plenty, here 
is a tale of lords and ladies, soldiers and sorcerers, assassins and bastards, who 
come together in a time of grim omens. Amid plots and counterplots, tragedy 

and betrayal, victory and terror, the fate of the Starks, their allies, and their enemies hangs 
perilously in the balance, as each endeavors to win that deadliest of conflicts: the game of 
thrones. 
 
First in a series. 

 
 A Short History of Nearly Everything by Bill Bryson  
Taking as territory everything from the Big Bang to the rise of civilization, 
Bryson seeks to understand how we got from there being nothing at all to 
there being us. To that end, he has attached himself to a host of the world’s 
most advanced (and often obsessed) archaeologists, anthropologists, and 
mathematicians, travelling to their offices, laboratories, and field camps. 
He has read (or tried to read) their books, pestered them with questions, 
apprenticed himself to their powerful minds. A Short History of Nearly 
Everything is the record of this quest, and it is a sometimes profound, 
sometimes funny, and always supremely clear and entertaining adventure 
in the realms of human knowledge, as only Bill Bryson can render it. 

Science has never been more involving or entertaining. 
 
Also recommended by the same author: A Walk in the Woods (trekking the Appalachian Trail -- 
well, most of it), In A Sunburned Country (confronting some of the most lethal wildlife Australia 
has to offer). 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 The Professor and the Madman: A Tale of Murder, Insanity, and the 
Making of the Oxford English Dictionary by Simon Winchester  
An extraordinary tale of madness, genius, and the incredible obsessions of two 
remarkable men that led to the making of the Oxford English Dictionary -- 
and literary history. The compilation of the OED began in 1857, it was one of 
the most ambitious projects ever undertaken. As definitions were collected, 
the overseeing committee, led by Professor James Murray, discovered that one 
man, Dr. W. C. Minor, had submitted more than ten thousand. When the 
committee insisted on honoring him, a shocking truth came to light: Dr. 

Minor, an American Civil War veteran, was also an inmate at an asylum for the criminally 
insane. 

 
The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind: Creating Currents of Electricity and 
Hope by William Kamkwamba  
William Kamkwamba was born in Malawi, Africa, a country plagued by AIDS 
and poverty. Like most people in his village, his family subsisted on the meager 
crops they could grow, living without the luxuries—consider necessities in the 
West—of electricity or running water. Already living on the edge, the situation 
became dire when, in 2002, Malawi experienced the worst famine in 50 years. 
Struggling to survive, 14-year-old William was forced to drop out of school 

because his family could not afford the $80-a-year tuition. Though he was not in a classroom, 
William continued to think, learn—and dream. Armed with curiosity, determination, and a 
library book he discovered in a nearby library, he embarked on a daring plan—to build a 
windmill that could bring his family the electricity only two percent of Malawians could afford. 
Using scrap metal, tractor parts, and blue-gum trees, William forged a crude yet working 
windmill, an unlikely hand-built contraption that would successfully power four light bulbs and 
two radios in his family’s compound. Soon, news of his invention spread, attracting interest and 
offers of help from around the world. Not only did William return to school but he and was 
offered the opportunity to visit wind farms in the United States, much like the ones he hopes to 
build across Africa. 

 
 The Pluto Files: The Rise and Fall of America's Favorite Planet by Neil 
deGrasse Tyson  
In August 2006, the International Astronomical Union voted Pluto out of 
planethood. Far from the sun, wonder Pluto has any fans. Yet during the 
mounting debate over rallied behind the extraterrestrial underdog. Disney 
created an irresistible pup by the same name, and, as one NASA scientist put 
it, Pluto was "discovered by an American for America." Pluto is entrenched in 
our cultural, patriotic view of the cosmos, and Neil deGrasse Tyson is on a 
quest to discover why. 

 
 The Lost Cyclist: The Epic Tale of an American Adventurer and His 
Mysterious Disappearance by David Herlihy 
In the late 1880s, Frank Lenz of Pittsburgh, a renowned high-wheel racer and 
long-distance tourist, dreamed of cycling around the world. He finally got his 
chance by recasting himself as a champion of the downsized “safety-bicycle” 
with inflatable tires, the forerunner of the modern road bike that was about to 
become wildly popular. In the spring of 1892 he quit his accounting job and 
gamely set out west to cover twenty thousand miles over three continents as a 



correspondent for Outing magazine. Two years later, after having survived countless near 
disasters and unimaginable hardships, he approached Europe for the final leg.  
He never made it.  
His mysterious disappearance in eastern Turkey sparked an international outcry and compelled 
Outing to send William Sachtleben, another larger-than-life cyclist, on Lenz’s trail. Bringing to 
light a wealth of information, Herlihy’s gripping narrative captures the soaring joys and constant 
dangers accompanying the bicycle adventurer in the days before paved roads and automobiles. 
This untold story culminates with Sachtleben’s heroic effort to bring Lenz’s accused murderers 
to justice, even as troubled Turkey teetered on the edge of collapse. 

 
 The Ark: A Novel by Boyd Morrison  
When brilliant archaeologist Dilara Kenner is contacted by Sam Watson, an 
old family friend who says that he has crucial information about her missing 
father, Dilara abandons her Peruvian dig and rushes to Los Angeles to meet 
him. But at the airport, Sam speaks instead of Noah’s Ark—the artifact her 
father had long been searching for—and the possible death of billions. Before 
Sam can explain, he collapses. With his dying breath, he urges Dilara to find 
Tyler Locke—a man she’s never heard of. Two days later Dilara manages to 
track down former combat engineer Tyler Locke on an oil rig off 

Newfoundland. Her helicopter transport goes down well short of the oil rig’s landing pad and 
Dilara and those aboard nearly drown. No sooner is Dilara safely on the rig than she convinces 
Tyler the crash was no accident. Tyler agrees to help her uncover the secret behind Noah's Ark 
and, more important, her father's disappearance. As the picture begins to come into focus, they 
realize they have just seven days to find the Ark before its secret is used to wipe out civilization 
once again. With a chilling premise and a blistering pace, Boyd Morrison combines all the best 
elements of a blockbuster thriller with an intelligent and fascinating exploration of one of the Old 
Testament’s great mysteries.  

 
 To Hell on a Fast Horse LP: Billy the Kid, Pat Garrett, and the Epic Chase 
to Justice in the Old West by Mark L. Gardner 
A sheriff . . . An outlaw . . . A legendary showdown. 
Billy the Kid—a.k.a. Henry McCarty, Henry Antrim, and William Bonney—
was a horse thief, cattle rustler, charismatic rogue, and cold-blooded killer. A 
superb shot, the Kid gunned down four men single-handedly and five others 
with the help of cronies. Two of his victims were Lincoln County, New 
Mexico, deputies killed during the Kid's brazen daylight escape from the 
courthouse jail on April 28, 1881. 

After dispensing with his guards and breaking the chain securing his leg irons, the Kid danced a 
macabre jig on the jail's porch before riding away on a stolen horse as terrified townspeople—
and many sympathizers—watched. For new sheriff Pat Garrett, an acquaintance of Billy's, the 
chase was on. . . .  

 
 The Princess Bride by William Goldman 
"Wait a minute, wait a minute....Is this a kissing book?" Well, yes and 
no...you'll just have to read it to find out for yourself.  
 
Utterly charming, 'The Princess Bride' combines action, adventure, plenty of 
swordplay, and yes, some kissing....Those of you who only saw the movie (also 



writen by Goldman) are missing out on many of the delights of the book, notably on the 
developed backstory of the characters and the clean, wry prose.  
 
 
 

 
 Doomsday Book by Connie Willis 
A story of a history student in 2048 who is transported to an English village in the 
14th century. The student arrives mistakenly on the eve of the onset of the Black 
Plague. Her dealings with a family of "contemps" in 1348 and with her historian 
cohorts lead to complications as the book unfolds into a surprisingly dark, deep 
conclusion.  
 
Also recommended by the same author: To Say Nothing of the Dog (time travel—

Victorian), Blackout (time travel—WWII) 
 
 Charles and Emma : the Darwins' Leap of Faith by Deborah Heiligman 
Charles Darwin published The Origin of Species, his revolutionary tract on 
evolution and the fundamental ideas involved, in 1859. Nearly 150 years later, 
the theory of evolution continues to create tension between the scientific and 
religious communities. Challenges about teaching the theory of evolution in 
schools occur annually all over the country. This same debate raged within 
Darwin himself, and played an important part in his marriage: his 
wife, Emma, was quite religious, and her faith gave Charles a lot to think about 

as he worked on a theory that continues to spark intense debates. 
 
 The Spellman Files by Lisa Lutz 
Meet Isabel "Izzy" Spellman, private investigator. This twenty-eight-year-old 
may have a checkered past littered with romantic mistakes, excessive drinking, 
and creative vandalism; she may be addicted to Get Smart reruns and prefer 
entering homes through windows rather than doors -- but the upshot is she's 
good at her job as a licensed private investigator with her family's firm, 
Spellman Investigations. Invading people's privacy comes naturally to Izzy. In 
fact, it comes naturally to all the Spellmans. If only they could leave their 
work at the office. To be a Spellman is to snoop on a Spellman; tail a 

Spellman; dig up dirt on, blackmail, and wiretap a Spellman. 
 
First book in a series of four. 

 
 Claudette Colvin : Twice Toward Justice by Phillip Hoose  
On March 2, 1955, an impassioned teenager, fed up with the daily injustices of 
Jim Crow segregation, refused to give her seat to a white woman on a 
segregated bus in Montgomery, Alabama. Instead of being celebrated as Rosa 
Parks would be just nine months later, fifteen-year-old Claudette Colvin found 
herself shunned by her classmates and dismissed by community leaders. 

Undaunted, a year later she dared to challenge segregation again as a key plaintiff in Browder v. 
Gayle, the landmark case that struck down the segregation laws of Montgomery and swept away 
the legal underpinnings of the Jim Crow South. 
 



 The Shanghai Moon by S.J. Rozan 
Estranged for months from fellow P.I. Bill Smith, Chinese-American private 
investigator Lydia Chin is brought in by colleague and former mentor Joel 
Pilarsky to help with a case that crosses continents, cultures, and decades.   In 
Shanghai, excavation has unearthed a cache of European jewelry dating back 
to World War II, when Shanghai was an open city providing safe haven 
for thousands of Jewish refugees. The jewelry, identifed as having belonged to 
one such refugee - Rosalie Gilder - was immediately stolen by a Chinese 

official who fled to New York City. Hired by a lawyer specializing in the recovery of Holocaust 
assets, Chin and Pilarsky are to find any and all leads to the missing jewels.However, Lydia soon 
learns that there is much more to the story than they've been told: The Shanghai Moon, one of 
the world's most sought after missing jewels, reputed to be worth millions, is believed to have 
been part of the same stash. Before Lydia can act on this new information, Joel Pilarsky is 
murdered, Lydia is fired from the case, and Bill Smith finally reappears on the scene. Now Lydia 
and Bill must unravel the truth about the Shanghai Moon and the events that surrounded its 
disappearance sixty years ago during the chaos of war and revolution, if they are to stop more 
killings and uncover the truth of what is going on today. 

 
 Born to Run : a Hidden Tribe, Superathletes, and the Greatest Race the 
World has Never Seen by Christopher McDougall 
Full of incredible characters, amazing athletic achievements, cutting-edge 
science, and, most of all, pure inspiration, Born to Run is an epic adventure 
that began with one simple question: Why does my foot hurt? In search of 
an answer, Christopher McDougall sets off to find a tribe of the world’s 
greatest distance runners and learn their secrets, and in the process shows 
us that everything we thought we knew about running is wrong. 
 
Isolated by the most savage terrain in North America, the reclusive 
Tarahumara Indians of Mexico’s deadly Copper Canyons are custodians of 

a lost art. For centuries they have practiced techniques that allow them to run hundreds of miles 
without rest and chase down anything from a deer to an Olympic marathoner while enjoying 
every mile of it. Their superhuman talent is matched by uncanny health and serenity, leaving the 
Tarahumara immune to the diseases and strife that plague modern existence. With the help of 
Caballo Blanco, a mysterious loner who lives among the tribe, the author was able not only to 
uncover the secrets of the Tarahumara but also to find his own inner ultra-athlete, as he trained 
for the challenge of a lifetime: a fifty-mile race through the heart of Tarahumara country pitting 
the tribe against an odd band of Americans, including a star ultramarathoner, a beautiful young 
surfer, and a barefoot wonder. 

 
 The Wilderness Warrior : Theodore Roosevelt and the Crusade for America 
by Douglas Brinkley 

In this groundbreaking epic biography, Douglas Brinkley draws on never-
before-published materials to examine the life and achievements of our 
"naturalist president." By setting aside more than 230 million acres of wild 
America for posterity between 1901 and 1909, Theodore Roosevelt made 
conservation a universal endeavor. This crusade for the American wilderness 

was perhaps the greatest U.S. presidential initiative between the Civil War and World War I. 
Roosevelt's most important legacies led to the creation of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and 



passage of the Antiquities Act in 1906. His executive orders saved such treasures as Devils 
Tower, the Grand Canyon, and the Petrified Forest.  

Tracing the role that nature played in Roosevelt's storied career, Brinkley brilliantly analyzes the 
influence that the works of John James Audubon and Charles Darwin had on the young man who 
would become our twenty-sixth president. With descriptive flair, the author illuminates 
Roosevelt's bird watching in the Adirondacks, wildlife obsession in Yellowstone, hikes in the 
Blue Ridge Mountains, ranching in the Dakota Territory, hunting in the Big Horn Mountains, 
and outdoor romps through Idaho and Wyoming. He also profiles Roosevelt's incredible circle of 
naturalist friends, including the Catskills poet John Burroughs, Boone and Crockett Club 
cofounder George Bird Grinnell, forestry zealot Gifford Pinchot, buffalo breeder William 
Hornaday, Sierra Club founder John Muir, U.S. Biological Survey wizard C. Hart Merriam, 
Oregon Audubon Society founder William L. Finley, and pelican protector Paul Kroegel, among 
many others. He brings to life hilarious anecdotes of wild-pig hunting in Texas and badger 
saving in Kansas, wolf catching in Oklahoma and grouse flushing in Iowa. Even the story of the 
teddy bear gets its definitive treatment.  

 And Then There Were None by Agatha Christie 
First, there were ten - a curious assortment of strangers summoned as weekend 
guests to a private island off the coast of Devon. Their host, an eccentric 
millionaire unknown to all of them, is nowhere to be found. All that the guests 
have in common is a wicked past they're unwilling to reveal - and a secret that 
will seal their fate. For each has been marked for murder, and one by one they 
begin to fall prey to an unseen hand. As the only people on the island, unable to 
leave and unable to call for help, they know that the only possible suspects are 

among their number. And only the dead are above suspicion.  
 
Also recommended by the same author: 
Any of her books, but my favorites are the Hercule Poirot ones, especially The Mysterious Affair 
at Styles, The Murder of Roger Ackroyd, Death on the Nile, and Murder on the Orient Express 

 
Territory by Emma Bull 
Wyatt Earp. Doc Holliday. Ike Clanton. Tombstone, Arizona in 1881. You 
think you know the story. You don’t. 
 
When a failed stage holdup results in two dead, Tombstone explodes with 
speculation about who attempted the robbery. The truth could destroy Earp's 
plans for wealth and glory, and he'll do anything to bury it. Meanwhile, outlaw 
leader John Ringo wants the same turf as Earp. Each courts Jesse as an ally, and 

tries to isolate him by endangering his friends, as they struggle for magical dominance of the 
territory. 
 
Events are building toward the shootout of which you may have heard. But you haven't heard the 
whole, secret story until you've read Emma Bull's unique take on an American legend, in which 
absolutely nothing is as it seems... 
 
 
 
 



 Crocodile on the Sandbank by Elizabeth Peters 
Amelia Peabody, that indomitable product of the Victorian age, embarks on her 
debut Egyptian adventure armed with unshakable self-confidence, a journal to 
record her thoughts, and, of course, a sturdy umbrella. On her way to Cairo, 
Amelia rescues young Evelyn Barton-Forbes, who has been abandoned by her 
scoundrel lover. Together the two women sail up the Nile to an archeological 
site run by the Emerson brothers -- the irascible but dashing Radcliffe and the 
amiable Walter. Soon their little party is increased by one -- one mummy, that 
is, and a singularly lively example of the species. Strange visitations, suspicious 

accidents, and a botched kidnapping convince Amelia that there is a plot afoot to harm Evelyn. 
Now Amelia finds herself up against an unknown enemy -- and perilous forces that threaten to 
make her first Egyptian trip also her last... 
 
First in series. 
 

Avalon by Marion Zimmer Bradley 
Even readers who don't normally enjoy Arthurian legends will love this version, 
a retelling from the point of view of the women behind the throne. Morgaine 
(more commonly known as Morgan Le Fay) and Gwenhwyfar (a Welsh 
spelling of Guinevere) struggle for power, using Arthur as a way to score points 
and promote their respective worldviews. The Mists of Avalon's Camelot 
politics and intrigue take place at a time when Christianity is taking over the 
island-nation of Britain; Christianity vs. Faery, and God vs. Goddess are 
dominant themes. 
 
 The Eyre Affair by Jasper Fforde 
Surreal and hilariously funny, this alternate history, the debut novel of British 
author Jasper Fforde, will appeal to lovers of zany genre work (think Douglas 
Adams) and lovers of classic literature alike. The scene: Great Britain circa 
1985, but a Great Britain where literature has a prominent place in everyday 
life. For pennies, corner Will-Speak machines will quote Shakespeare; Richard 
III is performed with audience participation … a la Rocky Horror and children 
swap Henry Fielding bubble-gum cards. In this world where high lit matters, 

Special Operative Thursday Next (literary detective) seeks to retrieve the stolen manuscript of 
Dickens's Martin Chuzzlewit. The evil Acheron Hades has plans for it: after kidnapping Next's 
mad-scientist uncle, Mycroft, and commandeering Mycroft's invention, the Prose Portal, which 
enables people to cross into a literary text, he sends a minion into Chuzzlewit to seize and kill a 
minor character, thus forever changing the novel. Worse is to come. When the manuscript of 
Jane Eyre, Next's favorite novel, disappears, and Jane herself is spirited out of the book, Next 
must pursue Hades inside Charlotte Bronte's masterpiece. The plethora of oddly named 
characters can be confusing, and the story's episodic nature means that the action moves forward 
in fits and starts. The cartoonish characters are either all good or all bad, but the villain's 
comeuppance is still satisfying. Witty and clever, this literate romp heralds a fun new series set 
in a wonderfully original world. 
 
First in a series. 
 
 
 



 The Telephone Gambit : Chasing Alexander Graham Bell's Secret by Seth 
Shulman 

Throughout his career, Alexander Graham Bell, one of the world's most 
famous inventors, was plagued by a secret: he stole the key ideabehind the 
invention of the telephone. Whileresearching at MIT, science journalist Seth 
Shulman scrutinized Bell's journals and withinthem found the smoking gun: a 
hint of deeplyburied historical deception. Delving further into Bell's life, 
Shulman unearthed the surprising story behind the telephone, a tale of 

romance, corruption, and unchecked ambition.  

 Stardust by Neil Gaiman 
The story of young Tristran Thorn and his adventures in the land of Faerie. One 
fateful night, Tristran promises his beloved that he will retrieve a fallen star for 
her from beyond the Wall that stands between their rural English town (called, 
appropriately, Wall) and the Faerie realm. No one ever ventures beyond the 
Wall except to attend an enchanted flea market that is held every nine years 
(and during which, unbeknownst to him, Tristran was conceived). But Tristran 
bravely sets out to fetch the fallen star and thus win the hand of his love. His 
adventures in the magical land will keep you turning pages as fast as you can--

he and the star escape evil old witches, deadly clutching trees, goblin press-gangs, and the 
scheming sons of the dead Lord of Stormhold. The story is by turns thrillingly scary and very 
funny. You'll love goofy, earnest Tristran and the talking animals, gnomes, magic trees, and 
other irresistible denizens of Faerie that he encounters in his travels.  
 
Also recommended by the same author: Ananzi Boys and American Gods. 

 
Rocket Boys by Homer Hickam 
The #1 New York Times bestselling memoir that inspired the film October Sky, 
Rocket Boys is a uniquely American memoir a powerful, luminous story of 
coming of age at the dawn of the 1960s, of a mother's love and a father's fears, of 
a group of young men who dreamed of launching rockets into outer space . . . 
and who made those dreams come true. 
 
With the grace of a natural storyteller, NASA engineer Homer Hickam paints a 

warm, vivid portrait of the harsh West Virginia mining town of his youth, evoking a time of 
innocence and promise, when anything was possible, even in a company town that swallowed its 
men alive. A story of romance and loss, of growing up and getting out, Homer Hickam's lush, 
lyrical memoir is a chronicle of triumph at once exquisitely written and marvelously entertaining. 

 
On the Wrong Track by Steve Hockensmith 
It might be 1893 and the modern world may in full-swing, but cowboy Gustav 
"Old Red" Amlingmeyer is an old-fashioned kind of guy: he prefers a long trail 
ride even when a train could get him where he’s going in one-tenth the time. 
His brother Otto (“Big Red”), on the other hand, wouldn't mind climbing down 
from his horse and onto a train once in a while if it'll give his saddle-sore rear 
end a rest. So when it's Old Red who insists they sign on to protect the 
luxurious Pacific Express, despite a generations-old Amlingmeyer family 

distrust of the farm-stealin', cattle-killin', money-grubbin' railroads, Big Red is flummoxed. But 



Old Red, tired of the cowpoke life, wants to take a stab at professional ‘detectifying’ just like his 
hero, Sherlock Holmes and guard jobs for the railroad are the only ones on offer. So it is that Big 
Red and Old Red find themselves trapped on a thousand tons of steam-driven steel, summiting 
the Sierras en route to San Francisco with a crafty gang of outlaws somewhere around the next 
bend, a baggage car jam-packed with deadly secrets, and a vicious killer hidden somewhere 
amongst the colorful passengers. 
 
2nd book in the “Holmes on the Range” series. #3 is The Black Dove, #4 is The Crack in the 
Lens. 
 

Terra Incognita: A Novel of the Roman Empire by Ruth Downie  
 
In this highly anticipated sequel to Ruth Downie's New York Times bestselling 
debut, beloved army doctor Gaius Petrius Ruso strikes out for the uncivilized 
borders of Roman Britain, where he runs into murder and the ghosts of his 
vexingly beautiful slave Tillaa’s past. 
 
2nd book in the “Gaius Petrius Ruso” series. Book #3 is Persona Non Grata. 


