THE SUPER-LONG
FATHER'S DAY LIST
OF BOOKS

No, | haven't read them all and no, it won’t hury fieelings if you don't like every one.
But hopefully you enjoy a few.

The Game of Throneby George R.R. Martin

In a land where summers can last decades and wmidetime, trouble is
brewing. The cold is returning, and in the frozeastes to the north of
Winterfell, sinister and supernatural forces arssireg beyond the kingdom's
protective wall. At the center of the conflict tiee Starks of Winterfell, a
family as harsh and unyielding as the land theyeviarn to. Sweeping from a
land of brutal cold to a distant summertime kingdafnepicurean plenty, here
is a tale of lords and ladies, soldiers and sorseessassins and bastards, who
come together in a time of grim omens. Amid platd aounterplots, tragedy
and betrayal, victory and terror, the fate of th&rlss, their allies, and their enemies hangs
perilously in the balance, as each endeavors tdhvaindeadliest of conflicts: the game of
thrones.

Firstin a series.

TR A Short History of Nearly Everythindpy Bill Bryson
B Taking as territory everything from the Big Bangte rise of civilization,
ol Bryson seeks to understand how we got from theirgbething at all to
& - there being us. To that end, he has attached Hitoszlhost of the world’s
most advanced (and often obsessed) archaeolagisksppologists, and
mathematicians, travelling to their offices, lalioraes, and field camps.
BILL He has read (or tried to read) their books, pedtérem with questions,
R apprenticed himself to their powerful mindsShort History of Nearly
BRYSON Everythingis the record of this quest, and it is a sometiprefound,
SRRl sometimes funny, and always supremely clear arettairiing adventure

in the realms of human knowledge, as only Bill Brygan render it.
Science has never been more involving or entertgini

"N Shet Wisinr
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Also recommended by the same autifokValk in the Wood&rekking the Appalachian Trail --

well, most of it),In A Sunburned Countrfconfronting some of the most lethal wildlife Argdia
has to offer).



The Professor and the Madman: A Tale of Murder, lasity, and the
Making of the Oxford English Dictionaryby Simon Winchester
BN An extraordinary tale of madness, genius, andrtbeedible obsessions of two
2 \ S remarkable men that led to the making of the Oxfénglish Dictionary --
,rﬂ. | and literary history. The compilation of the OEDgha in 1857, it was one of
the most ambitious projects ever undertaken. Amitiehs were collected,
L the overseeing committee, led by Professor Jamesaly|udiscovered that one
s wnrngs Man, Dr. W, C. Minor, had submitted more than tesusand. When the
committee insisted on honoring him, a shockingtiegme to light: Dr.
Minor, an American Civil War veteran, was also amate at an asylum for the criminally
insane.

SEROTESS (sl

The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind: Creating CurrentsEectricity and

"“"._“' Hopeby William Kamkwamba
'llt:;:lt?lnl William Kamkwamba was born in Malawi, Africa, a cdty plagued by AIDS

and poverty. Like most people in his village, lamfly subsisted on the meager

crops they could grow, living without the luxuriesensider necessities in the

= B, West—of electricity or running water. Already ligron the edge, the situation
5 ‘h became dire when, in 2002, Malawi experienced thistffamine in 50 years.

; Struggling to survive, 14-year-old William was fectto drop out of school
because his family could not afford the $80-a-ya#ion. Though he was not in a classroom,
William continued to think, learn—and dream. Armeith curiosity, determination, and a
library book he discovered in a nearby libraryenabarked on a daring plan—to build a
windmill that could bring his family the electrigibnly two percent of Malawians could afford.
Using scrap metal, tractor parts, and blue-gunstriédélliam forged a crude yet working
windmill, an unlikely hand-built contraption thabwid successfully power four light bulbs and
two radios in his family’s compound. Soon, newsisfinvention spread, attracting interest and
offers of help from around the world. Not only didlliam return to school but he and was
offered the opportunity to visit wind farms in tbaited States, much like the ones he hopes to
build across Africa.

— The Pluto Files: The Rise and Fall of America's Favite Planetby Neil
- X deGrasse Tyson

Big es
1*&‘“?15:"}““'""“ In August 2006, the International Astronomical Umiated Pluto out of
planethood. Far from the sun, wonder Pluto hadamy. Yet during the
mounting debate over rallied behind the extraténiedsinderdog. Disney
created an irresistible pup by the same name,aandne NASA scientist put
it, Pluto was "discovered by an American for AmaridPluto is entrenched in
our cultural, patriotic view of the cosmos, and INigiGrasse Tyson is on a
guest to discover why.

The Lost Cyclist: The Epic Tale of an American Adwerer and His
Mysterious Disappearancky David Herlihy

In the late 1880s, Frank Lenz of Pittsburgh, a varex high-wheel racer and
long-distance tourist, dreamed of cycling arourelworld. He finally got his
chance by recasting himself as a champion of thendized “safety-bicycle”
with inflatable tires, the forerunner of the modewad bike that was about to
become wildly popular. In the spring of 1892 hetdpigs accounting job and
gamely set out west to cover twenty thousand noles three continents as a




correspondent foDuting magazine. Two years later, after having survivaahtless near
disasters and unimaginable hardships, he approdalmeqpe for the final leg.

He never made it.

His mysterious disappearance in eastern Turkeksgan international outcry and compelled
Outing to send William Sachtleben, another lardpmntlife cyclist, on Lenz’s trail. Bringing to
light a wealth of information, Herlihy’s grippingarrative captures the soaring joys and constant
dangers accompanying the bicycle adventurer i#lys before paved roads and automobiles.
This untold story culminates with Sachtleben’s eeffort to bring Lenz’s accused murderers

to justice, even as troubled Turkey teetered orettge of collapse.

The Ark: A Novelby Boyd Morrison

When brilliant archaeologist Dilara Kenner is catéal by Sam Watson, an
old family friend who says that he has crucial miation about her missing
father, Dilara abandons her Peruvian dig and rushkes Angeles to meet
him. But at the airport, Sam speaks instead of doatk—the artifact her
father had long been searching for—and the posdis¢h of billions. Before
Sam can explain, he collapses. With his dying brg# urges Dilara to find
Tyler Locke—a man she’s never heard of. Two dakes Rilara manages to

: track down former combat engineer Tyler Locke omimig off
Newfoundland. Her helicopter transport goes dowh strt of the oil rig’s landing pad and
Dilara and those aboard nearly drown. No soonBilgga safely on the rig than she convinces
Tyler the crash was no accident. Tyler agrees l Iner uncover the secret behind Noah's Ark
and, more important, her father's disappearancéhdpicture begins to come into focus, they
realize they have just seven days to find the Asfote its secret is used to wipe out civilization
once again. With a chilling premise and a blistgmace, Boyd Morrison combines all the best
elements of a blockbuster thriller with an intetlig and fascinating exploration of one of the Old
Testament’s great mysteries.

‘'T0 HELL" To Hell on a Fast Horse LP: Billy the Kid, Pat Gaett, and the Epic Chase
o A - to Justice in the Old Wedity Mark L. Gardner
FAST HORSE A sheriff . . . An outlaw . . . A legendary showdow
; S Billy the Kid—a.k.a. Henry McCarty, Henry Antrimne William Bonney—
was a horse thief, cattle rustler, charismatic epgund cold-blooded killer. A
L superb shot, the Kid gunned down four men singledbdly and five others
IR AR with the help of cronies. Two of his victims weritoln County, New
ke sk Mexico, deputies killed during the Kid's brazen lagiyt escape from the
&2 courthouse jail on April 28, 1881.
After dispensing with his guards and breaking thairc securing his leg irons, the Kid danced a
macabre jig on the jail's porch before riding awaya stolen horse as terrified townspeople—
and many sympathizers—watched. For new sheriffatett, an acquaintance of Billy's, the
chase was on. . ..

-

g \ The Princess Briddy William Goldman
BRI [@ESS "Wait a minute, wait a minute....Is this a kisstmpk?" Well, yes and
BRIDE px no...you'll just have to read it to find out foruyself.

£ -

Utterly charming, 'The Princess Bride' combinesoactadventure, plenty of
swordplay, and yes, some kissing....Those of yoo arily saw the movie (also




writen by Goldman) are missing out on many of takgthts of the book, notably on the
developed backstory of the characters and the clegprose.

COMMIE WLE Doomsday B_oolby ConnieWiIIis _ _ _ _
o | A story of a history student in 2048 who is tranggd to an English village in the
nuums 14th century. The student arrives mistakenly oretieeof the onset of the Black
Plague. Her dealings with a family of "contemps18%8 and with her historian
cohorts lead to complications as the book unfaitis & surprisingly dark, deep

DAY
| BUU‘H conclusion.

Also recommended by the same autAar:Say Nothing of the Ddgme travel—
Victorian), Blackout(time travel—WWII)

Charles and Emma : the Darwins' Leap of Faitby Deborah Heiligman
Charles Darwin publishetihe Origin of Speciesis revolutionary tract on
evolution and the fundamental ideas involved, iB98\early 150 years later,
the theory of evolution continues to create tenfietween the scientific and
religious communities. Challenges about teachieghleory of evolution in
schools occur annually all over the country. Tlaisie debate raged within
Darwin himself, and played an important part intnisrriage: his

wife, Emma, was quite religious, and her faith g&arles a lot to think about

The Spellman Filedy Lisa Lutz

Meet Isabel "Izzy" Spellman, private investigatbhis twenty-eight-year-old

may have a checkered past littered with romantstakes, excessive drinking,

and creative vandalism; she may be addict€dabSmarteruns and prefer

entering homes through windows rather than dodosit-the upshot is she's
good at her job as a licensed private investigattr her family's firm,

' S?TUMQH Spellman Investigations. Invading people's prive@ges naturally to Izzy. In

E\LE e fact, it comes naturally to all the Spellmans. rifyothey could leave their

work at the office. To be a Spellman is to snoo@a@pellman; tail a

Spellman; dig up dirt on, blackmail, and wiretaellman.

First book in a series of four.

Claudette Colvin : Twice Toward Justidey Phillip Hoose

“ On March 2, 1955, an impassioned teenager, fedithptiwe daily injustices of

+ Jim Crow segregation, refused to give her seattbite woman on a

% segregated bus in Montgomery, Alabama. Instea@ioigcelebrated as Rosa

. «+ Parks would be just nine months later, fifteen-yaldrClaudette Colvin found
2R wesssm herself shunned by her classmates and dismissedrsunity leaders.
Undaunted, a year later she dared to challengegaijpn again as a key plaintiff Browder v.
Gayle the landmark case that struck down the segregkties of Montgomery and swept away
the legal underpinnings of the Jim Crow South.




s j ROZAN The Shanghai Moorby S.J. Rozan
Estranged for months from fellow P.I. Bill Smithhi@ese-American private
= 288 investigator Lydia Chin is brought in by colleacared former mentor Joel

i TP

Pilarsky to help with a case that crosses contmenitures, and decades. In
Shanghai, excavation has unearthed a cache of &mgpwelry dating back
to World War Il, when Shanghai was an open cityjatimg safe haven
for thousands of Jewish refugees. The jewelry,titlshas having belonged to

¢ - one such refugee - Rosalie Gilder - was immediatlen by a Chinese
off|C|aI who fled to New York City. Hired by a lavey specializing in the recovery of Holocaust
assets, Chin and Pilarsky are to find any andealii$ to the missing jewels.However, Lydia soon
learns that there is much more to the story thay'tle been told: The Shanghai Moon, one of
the world's most sought after missing jewels, regud be worth millions, is believed to have
been part of the same stash. Before Lydia canratttis new information, Joel Pilarsky is
murdered, Lydia is fired from the case, and Billi®nfinally reappears on the scene. Now Lydia
and Bill must unravel the truth about the Shan@gfha@dn and the events that surrounded its
disappearance sixty years ago during the chaosoénd revolution, if they are to stop more
killings and uncover the truth of what is goingtoday.

BORN TORUN Born to Run : a Hidden Tribg, Superathletes, antket Greatest Race the
EERETEEEeEEEs  World has Never Seeby Christopher M cDougall
Lt SR Full of incredible characters, amazing athleticieeaments, cutting-edge
Has Dewex Seen . . L2 . .
RS science, and, most of all, pure inspiratiBoyn to Ruris an epic adventure
' that began with one simple questiddhy does my foot hurt@ search of
an answer, Christopher McDougall sets off to firtdlze of the world’s
greatest distance runners and learn their seamtisin the process shows
) us that everything we thought we knew about runmsngrong.
if‘“ Isolated by the most savage terrain in North Angerice reclusive
Tarahumara Indians of Mexico’s deadly Copper Caryare custodians of
a lost art. For centuries they have practiced tieectes that allow them to run hundreds of miles
without rest and chase down anything from a deant®lympic marathoner while enjoying
every mile of it. Their superhuman talent is matthg uncanny health and serenity, leaving the
Tarahumara immune to the diseases and strife thgti@ modern existence. With the help of
Caballo Blanco, a mysterious loner who lives amitregtribe, the author was able not only to
uncover the secrets of the Tarahumara but alsaddfs own inner ultra-athlete, as he trained
for the challenge of a lifetime: a fifty-mile ratt@ough the heart of Tarahumara country pitting
the tribe against an odd band of Americans, indgdi star ultramarathoner, a beautiful young
surfer, and a barefoot wonder.

tL:;[:f[*-'{l}'ll"'H' The Wilderness Warrior : Theodore Roosevelt ané irusade for America
L] { i [ P

by Douglas Brinkley

In this groundbreaking epic biography, Douglas Bey draws on never-
before-published materials to examine the life acliilevements of our
"naturalist president." By setting aside more tB38 million acres of wild
America for posterity between 1901 and 1909, Them&wnosevelt made

- <488 conservation a universal endeavor. This crusadth@®American wilderness
was perhaps the greatest U.S. presidential inMédietween the Civil War and World War I.
Roosevelt's most important legacies led to thetioreaf the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and




passage of the Antiquities Act in 1906. His exaaubrders saved such treasures as Devils
Tower, the Grand Canyon, and the Petrified Forest.

Tracing the role that nature played in Roosevsltsied career, Brinkley brilliantly analyzes the
influence that the works of John James AudubonGimatles Darwin had on the young man who
would become our twenty-sixth president. With dggise flair, the author illuminates
Roosevelt's bird watching in the Adirondacks, wiklbbsession in Yellowstone, hikes in the
Blue Ridge Mountains, ranching in the Dakota Teryif hunting in the Big Horn Mountains,
and outdoor romps through Idaho and Wyoming. He pisfiles Roosevelt's incredible circle of
naturalist friends, including the Catskills poehddurroughs, Boone and Crockett Club
cofounder George Bird Grinnell, forestry zealotf@ifl Pinchot, buffalo breeder William
Hornaday, Sierra Club founder John Muir, U.S. Bgidal Survey wizard C. Hart Merriam,
Oregon Audubon Society founder William L. Finlepdgpelican protector Paul Kroegel, among
many others. He brings to life hilarious anecdatesild-pig hunting in Texas and badger
saving in Kansas, wolf catching in Oklahoma andigeoflushing in lowa. Even the story of the
teddy bear gets its definitive treatment.

And Then There Were Nonky Agatha Christie

First, there were ten - a curious assortment ahggrs summoned as weekend
guests to a private island off the coast of Devidreir host, an eccentric
millionaire unknown to all of them, is nowhere te found. All that the guests
have in common is a wicked past they're unwilliogdveal - and a secret that
will seal their fate. For each has been markedrforder, and one by one they
begin to fall prey to an unseen hand. As the oelypte on the island, unable to
leave and unable to call for help, they know thatanly possible suspects are
among their number. And only the dead are aboveiGos.

Also recommended by the same author:
Any of her books, but my favorites are the Herdedérot ones, especialljphe Mysterious Affair
at Styles, The Murder of Roger Ackroyd, Death @Nle,andMurder on the Orient Express

Territory by Emma Bull
Wyatt Earp. Doc Holliday. Ike Clanton. TombstoneizAna in 1881. You
think you know the story. You don't.

TERRITORY

When a failed stage holdup results in two dead, dsione explodes with
speculation about who attempted the robbery. Tiité tould destroy Earp's
plans for wealth and glory, and he'll do anythiadptiry it. Meanwhile, outlaw
leader John Ringo wants the same turf as Earp. &aatts Jesse as an ally, and
tries to isolate him by endangering his friendsthey struggle for magical dominance of the
territory.

EMMA BULIE

Events are building toward the shootout of which yeay have heard. But you haven't heard the
whole, secret story until you've read Emma Bulfigjue take on an American legend, in which
absolutely nothing is as it seems...



Crocodile on the Sandbanky Elizabeth Peters
Amelia Peabody, that indomitable product of thetdian age, embarks on her
debut Egyptian adventure armed with unshakablecseifidence, a journal to
record her thoughts, and, of course, a sturdy ullab@n her way to Cairo,
Amelia rescues young Evelyn Barton-Forbes, wholess abandoned by her
scoundrel lover. Together the two women sail upNhe to an archeological
site run by the Emerson brothers -- the irascibledashing Radcliffe and the
amiable Walter. Soon their little party is incred&y one -- one mummy, that

= & is, and a singularly lively example of the specttsange visitations, suspicious
acudents and a botched kidnapping convince Antletiithere is a plot afoot to harm Evelyn.
Now Amelia finds herself up against an unknown eypenand perilous forces that threaten to
make her first Egyptian trip also her last...

First in series.

Avalonby Marion Zimmer Bradley

Even readers who don't normally enjoy Arthuriareleds will love this version,
a retelling from the point of view of the women behthe throne. Morgaine
(more commonly known as Morgan Le Fay) and Gwenhw{d Welsh

spelling of Guinevere) struggle for power, usinghfir as a way to score points
and promote their respective worldviews. The Madtédwvalon's Camelot
politics and intrigue take place at a time whenig€tanity is taking over the
island-nation of Britain; Christianity vs. FaerycaGod vs. Goddess are
dominant themes.

The Eyre Affairby Jasper Fforde
Surreal and hilariously funny, this alternate higtdhe debut novel of British
author Jasper Fforde, will appeal to lovers of zgaegre work (think Douglas
Adams) and lovers of classic literature alike. hene: Great Britain circa
1985, but a Great Britain where literature hascapnent place in everyday
life. For pennies, cornétill-Speak machines will quote Shakespeare; Richard
Il is performed with audience patrticipation ... aRacky Horror and children
st Swap Henry Fielding bubble-gum cards. In this wavttere high lit matters,
Special Operative Thursday Next (literary detegtaseeks to retrieve the stolen manuscript of
Dickens's Martin Chuzzlewit. The evil Acheron Hathes plans for it: after kidnapping Next's
mad-scientist uncle, Mycroft, and commandeering idftts invention, the Prose Portal, which
enables people to cross into a literary text, mels@ minion into Chuzzlewit to seize and kill a
minor character, thus forever changing the novelrs4' is to come. When the manuscript of
Jane Eyre, Next's favorite novel, disappears, and Berself is spirited out of the book, Next
must pursue Hades inside Charlotte Bronte's masterpThe plethora of oddly named
characters can be confusing, and the story's dpisatlire means that the action moves forward
in fits and starts. The cartoonish characters iéinereall good or all bad, but the villain's
comeuppance is still satisfying. Witty and clevérs literate romp heralds a fun new series set
in a wonderfully original world.

Firstin a series.



The Telephone Gambit : Chasing Alexander GrahamliBeSecretby Seth
Shulman

'II-IPPHII'LI LAMEIT £
T -!‘ Throughout his career, Alexander Graham Bell, drtee@world's most
famous inventors, was plagued by a secret: he gtelkey ideabehind the
invention of the telephone. Whileresearching at Midience journalist Seth
Shulman scrutinized Bell's journals and withinthieeind the smoking gun: a
hint of deeplyburied historical deception. Delvitogther into Bell's life,
Shulman unearthed the surprising story behindetlephone, a tale of

romance, corruption, and unchecked ambition.

Stardustby Neill Gaiman

The story of young Tristran Thorn and his advergunehe land of Faerie. One
fateful night, Tristran promises his beloved thawill retrieve a fallen star for
her from beyond the Wall that stands between tieal English town (called,
appropriately, Wall) and the Faerie realm. No over @entures beyond the
Wall except to attend an enchanted flea marketishta¢ld every nine years
(and during which, unbeknownst to him, Tristran wasceived). But Tristran
bravely sets out to fetch the fallen star and thimsthe hand of his love. His
adventures in the magical land will keep you tugnpages as fast as you can--
he and the star escape evil old witches, deadtglulug trees, goblin press-gangs, and the
scheming sons of the dead Lord of Stormhold. Tae/ss by turns thrillingly scary and very
funny. You'll love goofy, earnest Tristran and thkking animals, gnomes, magic trees, and
other irresistible denizens of Faerie that he ent®s in his travels.

Also recommended by the same autioranzi BoysandAmerican Gods.

Rocket Boys by Homer Hickam
The #1New York Timebestselling memoir that inspired the fildttober Sky,

7 A Rocket Boyss a uniquely American memoir a powerful, luminatsry of
RN coming of age at the dawn of the 1960s, of a mighave and a father's fears, of
a group of young men who dreamed of launching riscikeo outer space . . .
and who made those dreams come true.

»

With the grace of a natural storyteller, NASA ereggtnHomer Hickam paints a
warm, vivid portrait of the harsh West Virginia rmg town of his youth, evoking a time of
innocence and promise, when anything was pos&ltn in a company town that swallowed its
men alive. A story of romance and loss, of growupgand getting out, Homer Hickam's lush,
lyrical memaoir is a chronicle of triumph at oncegeisitely written and marvelously entertaining.

On the Wrong Trackoy Steve Hockensmith

It might be 1893 and the modern world may in fulivsy, but cowboy Gustav
"Old Red" Amlingmeyer is an old-fashioned kind afyghe prefers a long trail
ride even when a train could get him where he’sigan one-tenth the time.
His brother Otto (“Big Red”), on the other hand,uldn’'t mind climbing down
from his horse and onto a train once in a whiiélifgive his saddle-sore rear
end a rest. So when it's Old Red who insists tiggy®n to protect the

s luxurious Pacific Express, despite a generatiodsAshlingmeyer family
dlstrust of the farm-stealin’, cattle-killin', mongrubbin’ railroads, Big Red is flummoxed. But




Old Red, tired of the cowpoke life, wants to tak&tab at professional ‘detectifying’ just like his
hero, Sherlock Holmes and guard jobs for the radrare the only ones on offer. So it is that Big
Red and Old Red find themselves trapped on a timoluses of steam-driven steel, summiting
the Sierras en route to San Francisco with a cgetyg of outlaws somewhere around the next
bend, a baggage car jam-packed with deadly searadsa vicious killer hidden somewhere
amongst the colorful passengers.

2nd book in the “Holmes on the Range” series. #his Black Dove#4 isThe Crack in the
Lens

Terra Incognita: A Novel of the Roman Empirey Ruth Downie

In this highly anticipated sequel to Ruth Downl&ny York Times bestselling
debut, beloved army doctor Gaius Petrius Rusoestriut for the uncivilized
borders of Roman Britain, where he runs into muedtet the ghosts of his
vexingly beautiful slave Tillaa’s past.

2" hook in the “Gaius Petrius Ruso” series. Books/Bdrsona Non Grata



